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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 OTTAWA 02649 132232Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 
INR-07 NSAE-00 USIA-15 TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 /067 W 

140609Z 060674/22 

R 132224Z APR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3135 

INFO AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

ALL OTHER CONSULATES IN CANADA (BY POUCH) 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 02649 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, ECON, CA 

SUBJECT: UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RISES TO 8.1 PERCENT 

REF: OTTAWA 1552 

1 . LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES FOR MARCH, RELEASED BY 
STATISTICS CANADA ON APRIL 13. SHOW SEASONALLY ADJUSTED 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE ROSE TO 8.1 PERCENT FROM 7.9 PERCENT 
IN FEBRUARY. SEASONALLY-ADJUSTED EMPLOYMENT LEVEL WAS 
UP 16,000 TO 9,672,000. BUT UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL INCREASED 

27.000 TO 856,000. 

2. UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL INCREASED FOR MEN 15 TO 24 YEARS 
OF AGE (UP 7,000), FOR MEN 25 YEARS AND OVER (UP 11,000) 

AND FOR WOMEN 25 YEARS AND OVER (UP 10,000). LEVEL 
VIRTUALLY UNCHANGED FOR WOMEN 15 TO 24 YEARS. EMPLOYMENT 
LEVEL INCREASED 15,000 FOR WOMEN 25 AND OVER AND 10,000 

FOR WOMEN 15 TO 24. EMPLOYMENT LEVEL DECREASED 8,000 
FOR MEN 25 YEARS AND OVER AND SHOWED LITTLE CHANGE FOR 
MEN 15 TO 24. 

3. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL INCREASED IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 02649 132232Z 

PROVINCES OTHER THAN MANITOBA AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 

RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT BY PROVINCE IN MARCH WAS: 

NEWFOUNDLAND, 16.1 PERCENT (UP 1.0 PERCENT); PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND, 9.9 PERCENT (UP 0.9 PERCENT); NEW 
BRUNSWICK. 14.3 PERCENT (UP 1.3 PERCENT); QUEBEC, 

10.0 PERCENT (UP 0.3 PERCENT); ONTARIO, 7.1 PERCENT 
(UP 0.3 PERCENT); SASKATCHEWAN, 4.6 PERCENT (UP 0.9 
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PERCENT); ALBERTA, 4.5 PERCENT (UP 0.5 PERCENT); BRITISH 
COLUMBIA, 8.8 PERCENT (UP 0.6 PERCENT; AND MANITOBA, 

5.7 PERCENT (DOWN 0.3 PERCENT). 

4. NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, EMPLOYMENT LEVEL WAS 
9,350,000 IN MARCH COMPARED TO 9,259,000 A YEAR AGO. 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WAS 944,000, COMPARED TO 759,000 IN 
MARCH 1976, AND UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WAS 9.2 PERCENT COM- 
PARED TO 7.6 PERCENT A YEAR AGO. 

5. COMMENT: ACCORDING RADIO COMMENTATORS REPORTING ON 
LABOR FORCE FIGURES APRIL 13, UNEMPLOYMENT RATE OF 8.1 
PERCENT IS HIGHEST IN 25 YEARS. HOWEVER, LABOR FORCE 
SURVEY REVISED EXTENSIVELY IN 1975 AND ESTIMATES BASED 
ON REVISED SURVEY ONLY GO BACK TO 1970. HIGHEST UN- 
EMPLOYMENT RATE SINCE 1954 UNDER FORMER LABOR FORCE 
SURVEY WAS IN 1960 AND 1961 WHEN RATE WAS 7.1 PERCENT. 

6. FORECASTERS HAD PREDICTED UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WOULD 
RISE ABOVE 8 PERCENT DURING 1977 BEFORE BEGINNING TO 
RECEDE. HOWEVER, MARCH INCREASE IN UNEMPLOYMENT LEVEL 
WAS FOURTH CONSECUTIVE MONTH-TO-MONTH INCREASE, AND 
LIBERAL GOVERNMENT CAN EXPECT MOUNTING CRITICISM OF 
GOC ECONOMIC AND JOB-CREATING POLICIES BY OPPOSITION 
PARTIES WHEN PARLIAMENT RESUMES. ENDERS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, DATA, UNEMPLOYMENT, LABOR FORCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977OTTAWA02649 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 29-0265 
Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770462/aaaacbha.tel 

Line Count: 87 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ae5435a6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 OTTAWA 1552 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2821091 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RISES TO 8.1 PERCENT 
TAGS: ELAB, ECON, CA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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